
Execute the attached Certification of Assurance of Compliance and authorize the Sheriff of Los 
Angeles County (County) to apply for, and accept, a grant award in the amount of $116,207 from the 
California Emergency Management Agency (CalEMA) for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-13 California 
Coverdell Program.  This is an ongoing program in its eighth year of funding.

SUBJECT

October 16, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
Los Angeles, California  90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPLY FOR, AND ACCEPT, THE GRANT AWARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2012-13

CALIFORNIA COVERDELL PROGRAM
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Request the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors to sign and affix a wet signature to the 
Certification of Assurance of Compliance form required by CalEMA as part of the application 
process.

2. Authorize the Sheriff to sign and accept the grant award, subsequent to execution by CalEMA, for 
the FY 2012-13 California Coverdell Program in the amount of $116,207 with no local match 
requirement.

3. Delegate authority to the Sheriff to execute and submit the grant award and all other necessary 
grant documents, including applications, agreements, amendments, modifications, augmentations, 
extensions, and renewals.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department’s (Department) laboratories under the Scientific 
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Services Bureau (SSB) have been identified to receive funding under this program.  The funding 
shall be utilized to secure continued education and training programs for the Department’s full-time 
forensic technical staff.  

In complying with the objective of this funding opportunity, the allocation will be used to send 
members of the Department’s forensic technical staff to educational and training seminars designed 
to improve the quality, timeliness, and credibility of Departmental investigations and evidence 
examinations.  The funding will assist the forensic technical staff in preventing and reducing the 
backlog of forensic cases and improve the turnaround time for case analysis.

As an accredited laboratory of the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors and Laboratory 
Accreditation Board, the Department’s SSB strives to maintain compliance with all standards and 
criteria.  The purpose of required training is to improve accuracy, increase productivity, and enable 
staff to assume greater responsibilities within their respective assignments.  In an effort to maintain 
the standard of continuing education for all staff, it is necessary to provide a wide variety of 
specialized training opportunities.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
This program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan, Goal 1, Operational Effectiveness, by 
continuing the highly technical and specialized training of the Department’s forensic technical staff; 
and Goal 3, Integrated Services Delivery, by reducing the number of backlogged cases as analysts 
and examiners apply new knowledge and skills to improve their accuracy and productivity.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The allocated grant funding in the amount of $116,207 (Services and Supplies) will be fully offset by 
Federal grant funding with no local match.  SSB will use $110,940 to fund analysts’ travel to and 
registration for conferences and training courses.  Also, $5,267 will be used to purchase laboratory 
and office supplies.  

The term of the FY 2012-13 California Coverdell Program is for a period of 11 months from October 
1, 2012, to August 31, 2013.  Funding for this program has been included in the Department’s FY 
2012-13 budget.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Under the requirements of CalEMA, the applicant must complete a Certificate of Assurance of 
Compliance form signed by the Governing Body that includes details regarding Federal Grant Funds 
requirement, Equal Employment Opportunity Program (EEOP), Drug Free Workplace Compliance, 
California Environmental Quality Act, Lobbying restrictions, Debarment and Suspension 
requirements, and Proof of Authority from City Council/Governing Board.  The applicant is required 
to submit the necessary assurances before finalization of the Grant Award Agreement.

This Board letter has been reviewed by County Counsel.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This program will have a positive impact on the services currently provided by the Department and 
will give the Department an opportunity to successfully accomplish its mission, goals, and objectives.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
10/16/2012
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CONCLUSION

Upon Board approval, please return two individually certified copies of the adopted Board letter and 
two signed copies of the Certification of Assurance of Compliance to the Department’s Grants Unit.

LEROY D. BACA

Sheriff

Enclosures

Sincerely,

LDB:BBB:bbb

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
10/16/2012
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